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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable even a general 
user who does not has the knowledge of the constitution 
and colors of an image to perform processes for 
converting a color image and a multi-valued black-and- i 
white image into a more attractive black-and-white ' 
image with expressing power and giving effects of pen 
drawing. 

SOLUTION: A two-dimensional color image stored in a 
source image area 3a 1 of a RAM 3 is converted into a 
black-and-white multi-valued image, which is stored in 
an image area 3a2 for processing; and the histogram of 
the stored black-and-white multi-valued image is 
generated, the peak of lightness of the stored black- 
and-white multivalued image is detected, and on the , 
basis of the generated histogram and the detected peak ' 
of lightness, the lightness of the black-andwhite multi- 
valued image is converted by using a lightness averaging 
conversion table 3c and a lightness conversion table 3d 
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S 8 - 0 7 ^tT?'.^ 5o wtOl^. |gl2 2(^ (3) t (4) 
[0 0 8 4] i--<T<OilJ^iCol^TJL^_L(7)M^^tT^c^ 7 
«3 a 3J£JliS1'(^ffl^l;i:(}D-Tjg^^ig-rtt1t<?5^^'&{;i(i. 
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